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Year 5  
(Upper KS2) 

- Read aloud with fluency and  
expression 
- Apply knowledge of root words,  
prefixes, and suffixes to decode  
unfamiliar words 

- Retrieve and summarise key  
information from a text 
- Identify themes and main ideas 
across paragraphs 

- Use evidence to infer character 
motives and feelings 
- Predict what might happen based 
on details 

- Recognise figurative language (e.g. 
similes, metaphors) 
- Identify words that create mood or 
emphasis 

- Express personal opinions about a 
text 
- Compare books and characters 
- Begin to justify views using  
evidence 

Year 6  
(Upper KS2) 

- Read complex texts fluently and  
accurately 
- Use knowledge of morphology and 
etymology to decode unfamiliar words 

- Summarise key details 
- Distinguish between fact and 
opinion 
- Retrieve relevant evidence  
efficiently 

- Draw inferences and justify them 
with evidence 
- Explore underlying themes and 
perspectives 

- Analyse how language contributes to 
meaning 
- Identify impact of sentence  
structure and word choices 

- Develop reasoned arguments 
about texts 
- Evaluate author’s purpose and 
effectiveness 
- Compare texts across genres or 
authors 

Year 7 (KS3) 

- Tackle unfamiliar and more  
challenging texts confidently 
- Apply etymology and morphology to 
new vocabulary 

- Skim and scan for key information 
- Select and synthesise information 
from multiple sources 

- Make developed inferences  
supported by textual evidence 
- Explore relationships between 
characters and ideas 

- Analyse figurative language, 
symbolism, and tone 
- Understand how structure and lay-
out support meaning 

- Debate interpretations using  
evidence 
- Respond critically to authorial 
intent and audience impact 

Year 8 (KS3) 

- Read with fluency, expression and 
awareness of tone 
- Use contextual clues to explore new 
vocabulary in literary and non-fiction 
texts 

- Sift and synthesise information 
across longer texts 
- Distinguish between implicit and 
explicit meaning 

- Offer sophisticated inferences and 
interpretations 
- Explore ambiguity, nuance, and 
bias in texts 

- Explore impact of imagery, rhetorical 
devices, and punctuation 
- Analyse how writers structure texts 
for effect 

- Formulate critical, comparative 
responses 
- Evaluate texts in historical, social, 
and cultural contexts 
- Challenge or defend  
interpretations with reasoned argu-
ments 


