
 
Transcription  

(Spelling & Handwriting) 
Composition (Planning, 

Drafting & Editing) 
Vocabulary, Grammar  
& Sentence Structure 

Text Structure  
& Organisation 

Purpose, Audience  
& Effect 

Year 5  
(Upper KS2) 

- Spell words using prefixes, suffixes, 
and root words 
- Begin to use a dictionary/thesaurus 
- Maintain legible joined handwriting 

- Plan writing using models, 
prompts, and notes 
- Draft and revise with support 
- Proofread for errors 

- Use expanded noun phrases, 
modal verbs, adverbs for precision 
- Vary sentence openers and types 

- Use paragraphs to organise ideas 
- Use headings, subheadings, and 
cohesive devices (e.g. then, because) 

- Write for different purposes 
(narrative, explanation, persuasion) 
- Consider the needs of the reader 

Year 6  
(Upper KS2) 

- Spell increasingly complex words 
- Use dictionaries for checking and 
thesauruses for enhancing vocabulary 
- Write fluently with consistent hand-
writing 

- Plan and structure longer pieces 
- Evaluate and edit writing for  
clarity and effect 
- Peer/self-assess with increasing 
independence 

- Use passive voice, relative  
clauses, and varied sentence  
structures 
- Use a wider range of punctuation 
(e.g. hyphens, dashes, colons) 

- Create cohesion across paragraphs 
- Use layout devices (e.g. bullet 
points, columns) 

- Tailor tone and register for  
audience 
- Develop authorial voice and view-
point 

Year 7 (KS3) 

- Apply complex spelling rules  
independently 
- Use subject-specific and ambitious 
vocabulary 
- Maintain fluent and legible  
handwriting or typing 

- Independently plan and structure 
writing 
- Redraft to improve content and 
organisation 
- Respond to feedback critically 

- Use varied sentence lengths and 
structures for effect 
- Apply grammatical terms  
accurately in own writing 

- Structure extended texts with logical 
sequencing and coherence 
- Use varied cohesive devices and 
discourse markers 

- Write confidently for a range of 
genres and audiences 
- Sustain tone, voice, and style 
appropriate to the purpose 

Year 8 (KS3) 

- Consistently apply spelling rules and 
strategies 
- Use sophisticated vocabulary for  
clarity, precision, or tone 
- Present written work clearly and  
professionally 

- Craft writing with a strong sense 
of structure and fluency 
- Edit with a focus on refining style 
and impact 

- Manipulate sentence structures 
for style and emphasis 
- Embed grammatical features  
deliberately (e.g. conditional  
clauses) 

- Maintain cohesion across complex 
texts 
- Use varied structural features  
(e.g. flashbacks, framing devices) 

- Write with insight and originality 
- Adapt voice and style effectively 
across forms (e.g. speech, article, 
narrative) 


