
 
Performing 

(Singing & Playing) 

Composing  
& Improvising 

Listening & Appraising
(Analysis & Response) 

Musical Notation & Theory 

Musical Understanding
(Style, Culture  

& Context) 

Year 5  
(Upper KS2) 

- Sing with control of pitch,  
dynamics, and diction 
- Play tuned and untuned  
instruments with steady rhythm 

- Create simple patterns using 
rhythm and pitch 
- Improvise using limited notes or 
structures 

- Respond to a range of music using 
appropriate vocabulary 
- Recognise changes in tempo,  
dynamics, and texture 

- Read simple rhythmic notation 
(crotchets, quavers, rests) 
- Recognise treble clef notes (C-G) 

- Identify contrasting genres/styles 
(e.g. classical, jazz) 
- Understand basic cultural and 
historical context of pieces 

Year 6  
(Upper KS2) 

- Sing in parts (e.g. rounds,  
harmonies) 
- Perform with greater accuracy, 
control and expression 

- Compose using simple structures 
(e.g. ABA) 
- Improvise over ostinato or chords 

- Analyse use of musical elements 
(tempo, texture, dynamics, etc.) 
- Express preferences with  
justification 

- Read and write short melodies using 
staff notation 
- Understand basic time signatures 
(2/4, 4/4) 

- Describe features of musical  
traditions (e.g. folk, world music) 
- Make links between music and 
social/cultural history 

Year 7 (KS3) 

- Perform confidently in groups or 
solo 
- Control phrasing, articulation and 
expression 
- Use instruments or voice with 
accuracy 

- Compose using chords, structure, 
and texture 
- Improvise within a chosen key or 
scale (e.g. pentatonic, minor) 

- Compare musical styles and  
structures 
- Identify instruments and ensem-
bles aurally 

- Read and perform from standard 
notation including dotted rhythms 
- Understand scales, key signatures  
(C, G, F major) 

- Explore music from different  
cultures and time periods 
- Understand how music  
communicates mood, character, or 
story 

Year 8 (KS3) 

- Perform with technical fluency and 
interpretation 
- Lead or contribute to ensemble 
performance with awareness of 
others 

- Compose using devices like  
sequence, modulation, texture  
layering 
- Improvise fluently over chord pro-
gressions 

- Analyse form and structure in 
depth (e.g. binary, ternary, rondo) 
- Evaluate how composers use  
elements for effect 

- Use notation to compose and  
perform 
- Understand more complex time/key 
signatures and accidentals 

- Understand stylistic features of 
major genres (e.g. Baroque, Blues) 
- Evaluate how context influences 
musical composition and  
performance 


